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Cure of a Cask of Leprosy. 

In the Cftso reported [Mnnatehcfte filr prakfischc Dermatologic, No. 23, 1888) 
by Dreckmanx, the disenso was fairly advanced, had lasted four years, and 
presented numerous nodes, tubercles, and patches of infiltration. There was 
also marked anaesthesia of the feet, legs, and hands. The mucous membrane 
was also involved; swelling of the conjunctival, a discharging ulcer in tho 
nasal septum, whitish patches on larynx posteriorly, thickening of tho loft 
vocal cord, a small tubercle on tho point of tho epiglottis, and hnrd nodular 
infiltration of both tonsils. Tho patient, a Brazilian, aged forty-two years, 
was, at this time, thin, pale, and weak. Tho treatment, by means of pyro- 
gallic acid, chrysarobin, and salicylic acid, together with tho internal uso of 
ichthyol, as suggested by Unna, was instituted, and finally, in the course of 
several months, all vestiges of tho disease had disappeared, and tho patient 
had grown stout and strong. 

Tho pyrogallic acid was applied mainly to the hands, feet, and legs, in tho 
form of a ten percent, salve, tho other pnrts with a salvo of chrysarobin, same 
strength ; tlieso wero applied twice daily. To obstinate nodules and patches 
of infiltration tho same remedies were used in tho form of plaster-mulls. 
To tho fnco a salicylic acid and ereaaoto plastcr-mull was applied, onco 
daily. Discrete and sharply circumscribed nodules, when conveniently situ¬ 
ated, were excised. The conjunctival swelling disappeared spontaneously. 
The ulcer in tho nose, tho nodules on the tonsils, etc., wero successfully 
treated with the actual cautery. Thecontitutional treatment consisted mainly 
in the administration of ichthyol, beginning with six grains daily, and gradu¬ 
ally increasing to forty-fivo grains. Under the use of these measures, the 
writer states, an apparent cure resulted—the general health being restored, 
and all evidence of the diseaso dissipated. 

[As incidental points of interest in the report, may be mentioned that tho 
patient’s wife had developed tho disease eighteen years before; tho wife’s 
brother was also affected. Tho children, four in number, from fifteen to 
twenty-one years old, showed no sign of the disease. Tho patient's parents 
and six brothers, all living in the same neighborhood, were also healthy. 
—Eds.] 

Syimiilis and Eczema SKnonRiioicuM. 

Unna, in an exhaustive paper, discusses (Brithh Journal of Dermatology, 
Dec. 1888) the occasional complication of syphilis of tho skin with his so- 
called eczema seborrhoicuni. IIo concludes that tho syphilitic cxnnthcm is 
so complicated: 

1. Wherever the separate spots of the oxanthem are of very various sizes, 
confluent and not sharply contoured; 

2. Wherever tho papules aro somewhat wanting in the specific syphilitic 
color, and look rather of a fresh, yellowish-red; 

3. Wherever perfectly smooth papules aro completely absent, but whero, on 
tho contrary, tho greater part of those present aro covered with scales and 
fatty crusts; 

4. Wherever tho papules nro found arranged in serpiginously progressive 
circles and rings; 
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< r >. Wherever the peculiar yellow color of the sehorrhoie process is present 
round about the papules, and especially in the centre of the serpiginous 
circles; 

11. Wherever the exanthein is accompanied by eczematous appearances, 
oozing, heat, and tension; 

7. Wherever it produces itching of greater or less intensity; 

8. Wherever the syphilides occur on the confines between the forehead and 
hair, in the naso-labiul furrow, on the sternum, between the shoulder-blades, 
or in the sacral region; 

9. Wherever they nro concentrated entirely, or, for the most part, in the 
hairy scalp, in the axilla*, on the mons, on the genitals, about the anus; in 
short, on the hairy regions or places of contact; 

10. Wherever the exanthein exhibits an unusual obstinacy to constitutional 
treatment, whilst it at once improves, or even heals entirely under an anti* 
seborrheic local treatment. 

The practical deduction as to treatment from the foregoing is, that whenever 
the coexistence of a syphilidc with a sehorrhoie process, or wherever a purely 
sehorrhoie eruption exists side by side with a syphilidc, the treatment must 
consist from the very first in the local application of anti-seborrhoic remedies, 
such as resorcin, sulphur, etc., in conjunction with the general internal admin¬ 
istration of mercury or iodine. 

On tub Treatment of Xanthoma. 

In the Jkrlincr klini-che Wochenschriff, of December 10, 1888, Stern 
reports the removal of patches of xanthoma by means of an application of a 
solution of corrosive sublimate. The growths were seated at the inner can- 
tlms of both eyes, extending slightly along the upper and lower lids. These 
plaques were painted with a ten per cent, solution of corrosive sublimate in 
collodion, necessary precautions being taken to prevent the solution getting 
in the eyes. The parts painted became grayish and in a few days blackish ; 
in a short time this was cast off, leaving a slight, superficial ulcer which 
rapidly healed. The author states that the result was all that could ho 
desired, without the slightest retraction of the lids. 


On the Dermatitis Herpetiformis of Duhrixq. 

In a monograph republished from the Annates <lc Dcniuitoloyic et Syphilo- 
yraphic (January, February, March, April, May, July, and September, 1888), 
llaoeq discusses the subject of dermatitis herpetiformis at great length. As 
precursory to an exhaustive consideration of the disease from his own stand¬ 
point, Duhring’s ideas are presented and his cases fully quoted. While dis¬ 
posed to admit the existence of a special affection having the characters pecu¬ 
liar to " dermatitis herpetiformis,” the author would regard this term as 
generic, including under it several distinct varieties. 

His conclusions on this point arc as follows: 1. The impetigo herpeti¬ 
formis of Ilcbra constitutes a distinct morbid entity and cannot be included in 
the dermatitis herpetiformis of Duhring. 2. The dermatitis herpetiformis 
of Duhring should he understood as a generic name serving to designate an 
ensemble of cases having characters in common but which can be grouped 



